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WE PRAY FOR THE INNOCENT VICTIMS OF PARIS TERROR ATTACK

The PEACE LOVING JAIN COMMUNITY AROUND THE WORLD stands with
French people at this terrible time. Our thoughts and prayers are with the innocent
victims of Paris terror attack. This is an attack on mankind. While condemning the
devil minds, we call upon all freedom-loving peoples to coordinate their efforts against
evil. We must not give space for fear and intolerance. We trust, the terror groups that
committed the Paris crimes do not believe in ethical principles and they are not loyal to
any type of divine religions - including Islam.

We can feel the pain and anguish of the people of France. We stand shoulder to
shoulder with the people of France and with all others in their battle against terrorism.
We send our most sincere condolences to the families of those who have suffered in
this barbaric violence Ahimsa Foundation, India

INDIA MEAT STORY MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

New Delhi: The ban on the sale of meat for four days during a Jain fasting and a festival called ‘Paryushan’ in Mumbai
has now become a national controversy. There are both for and against views on this. According to pro-ban people,
without understanding the issue properly and not knowing the history of meat ban in India, some activists are already
attacking the BJP government in Maharashtra for this. In reality, several places Hindu and Jain holy places have banned
sale of meat across India over the years. In some places meat shops and abattoirs are closed even on Gandhi Jayanthi
day (October 2). According to historians Mogul emperor Akbar had banned the sale and use of meat. According to
media reports the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation agreed for a four-day ban on sale of meat in Mumbai. During
Paryushan, Slaughter of animals will not be allowed in Mumbai abattoirs, meat and poultry shops and fish markets will
be shut on September 10, 13, 17 and 18 the days of Jain ritual of Paryushan, civic officials said. Restaurants, however,
may serve meat, claimed a spokesperson of the Indian Hotels and Restaurants Association. The move came days after
the Mira-Bhayander Municipal Municipal Corporation’s controversial decision to ban meat sale for eight days in the
city.

The Hindu holy town of Haridwar has banned even the sale of egg in the town. The Supreme Court of India has upheld
the ban on even the sale of egg way back in 2004.



According to a report in
‘The  Hindu’  dated
March 11, 2004 A Bench
of Justice Shivaraj V.

Patil and Justice D. M.
T Dharmadhikari of the SC

rejected an appeal by
H l N G Om Prakash and other

traders against a
judgment of the
Allahabad High Court
dismissing a writ petition
filed by them
challenging the
notification banning the sale of eggs. The appellants had challenged the ban under an amended provision of the Uttar
Pradesh Municipalities Act, 1916 on the ground that it imposed unreasonable restriction, affecting their rights under
Article 19(1)(g) of the Constitution. However, the Bench noted that by the amended provision, the Municipal Board
had added only "eggs" in the list of already banned non-vegetarian food articles.

MUCH Ado ABO U
NOT

"There was already a prohibition in regard to any kind of meat or fish. The High Court has noticed that under the
amended provision, the ban on sale of meat and fish, which was existing for a long time, was not challenged." The
Bench said the High Court was right in holding that the prohibition on sale of eggs within the limits of Rishikesh a
town of Hindu temples was not an unreasonable restriction being in the larger interest of welfare of the people,
consistent with the provisions of the Act. Keeping in mind the religious sentiments attached to the three towns of
Haridwar, Rishikesh and Muni Ki Reti, the Bench said: "Geographical situation and peculiar culture of the three towns
justify complete restriction on trade and public dealing in non-vegetarian food items, including eggs, within the
municipal limits of the towns." According to a report in ‘The Times of India’ in 2012, the BJP ruled Palitana
municipality in Bhavnagar is following the footsteps of Haridwar. The municipality authorities have banned the sale of
eggs and non-vegetarian food in the pilgrim town. The municipality passed a notification banning sale of non-veg food
and eggs within the limits of the town in 2012.

The ban was imposed following protests by Jain saints who threatened to self-immolate if the municipality did not
adopt the resolution on the lines of Haridwar. Pravinbhai Gadhvi, President of Nagar Palika said that the ban was
already there but this was only in the peripheries of the road leading to the Jain temples. Some Jain saints led by
Maharaj Saheb Maitriprabhsagar had sat on a fast and later threatened to self-immolate themselves if the Nagar Palika
did not ban the sale of non-veg food and eggs within the jurisdiction of the Nagar Palika. Several state governments
and local authorities ban the use of meat during some festivals or other holy occasions not to hurt the religious
sentiments of devotees and vegetarians.

What is now happening is not new or unprecedented. Then why this unnecessary chattering...Is "MEAT" a new tool in
Indian politics..

CELEBRITY STATEMENTS




Duty of State Govts to Ban Cow Slaughter, says Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti in Kolkata - “There are a lot of things to eat in
this country apart from cow,” Union Minister Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti said in Kolkata while stressing that it was the
“duty” of state governments to ban cow slaughter. Talking about cow slaughter and consumption of beef, Jyoti said,
“Such things should not happen. If you are asking for respect from us, then you should also learn to respect us first. “In
a democracy it is the duty of the state governments to ban cow slaughter. There are a lot of things to eat in this country
apart from cow.”

Harish Rawat, CM Uttarakhand - “I have been dragged into this controversy, I had not spoken a word about it". Hours
after media reports quoted Uttarakhand CM Harish Rawat as saying that those who slaughter cows have “no right to
live in the country” and are country’s “biggest enemies”, Rawat denied the reports and said he only spoke about cow
conservation. The reports had alleged that Rawat made the remark at Gopashtami function in Hardwar.

Mulayam Singh Yadav, "We were first to oppose cow slaughter". Samajwadi Party national president Mulayam Singh
Yadav said he would take up the issue of dwindling population of cows with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He also
lauded senior party functionary and UP minister Azam Khan for opposing cow slaughter. He said Khan had worked a
lot for the protection of cows and his efforts should be appreciated. Mulayam said every family should breed one cow.

K. N. Govindacharya, former BJP ideologue - ‘Muslims unfairly being blamed for cow slaughter’ Mr. Govindacharya,
whose association with the BJP practically ended after his public differences with then Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in 1998, said that he was “disturbed by the politicisation of the issue and didn’t want to launch the agitation
in such a political atmosphere.” He pointed out that to link the issue of cow slaughter with the Muslim community was
wrong as it was the British rather than Muslim rulers of India who promoted cow slaughter. “Cow slaughter came up in
a big way after the revolt of 1857, when the British saw this as a way of driving a wedge between the two communities.
Under Mughal rule too, cow slaughter used to happen but not on such a huge scale,” he said.

Delhi High Court dismisses plea to ban cow slaughter, sale of beef - The Delhi High Court dismissed a PIL seeking
enactment of a law prohibiting the slaughter of cows and the sale of beef and such products across the National Capital
Region, terming it as “misconceived”.

Vice-Chancellor Maulana Mufti Abul Qasim Nomani of Darul Uloom, Deoband, one of the largest Islamic seminaries
in the country, said that the institution abided by the laws relating to cow slaughter and no such practice was followed
at the institution’s headquarters in Uttar Pradesh. ‘Abide by cow slaughter law.” The Maulana said that in places where
there was a ban on cow slaughter, people should abide by it.

Puri Shankaracharya calls for law banning cow slaughter. The seer was in favour of withdrawal of beef from the menu
of hotels and boycott of different products made from body parts of cow. Amid the beef row, Puri Shankaracharya
Adhokshajanand Tirtha Maharaj called for a central legislation banning cow slaughter even as he was critical of the
Delhi police action in Kerala Bhawan in the national capital over a complaint of beef being served there. “Prime
Minister (Narendra) Modi should bring a legislation for ban on cow slaughter in the Parliament as well as a ban on
export of beef,” Shankaracharya of Goverdhan Peetham Adhokshajanand Maharaj said while talking to reporters. The
Shankaracharya was also critical of the way some partners of Union Government were “spreading malice” against a
section of society.

Azam Khan : Centre should enact law to check cow slaughter : Uttar Pradesh minister Azam Khan has demanded that
the Centre should enact an effective law to check cow slaughter and prevent people from making “irresponsible
statements” on the issue of beef and bovines. Khan, in a letter to Shankaracharya of Govardhan Peeth Swami
Adhokshjanand Maharaj, thanked him for gifting a cow for his diary and urged him to “talk to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi regarding a law to check cow slaughter”.

Chief Minister of Haryana Manohar Lal Khattar warns against cow slaughter. With cow protection law coming into
force in Haryana, stringent punishment will be given to those indulging in cow slaughter or selling or eating beef, Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar has said. With the notification of the Act on November 19 after the President’s assent,
cow slaughter in Haryana will now attract a rigorous imprisonment ranging from three to 10 years. Mr. Khattar said:



“The Bill was passed unanimously by all 90 members of the Assembly including three Muslim legislators who hail
from Mewat,” a Muslim dominated region.

BJP President Amit Shah asked Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi, why
they are silent on RJD Chief Lalu Prasad's views on beef and asked them to come out openly whether they endorse it or
not. "Why are Nitish Kumar and Rahul Gandhi silent on Lalu Prasad's comment that there is no difference between
beef and goat meat ... Silence will not do.

Manohar Parrikar at Defence Ministry asks Indian army to stop buffalo slaughter ritual. The Defence Ministry of the
Modi government under Manohar Parrikar has asked the Indian army to stop buffalo slaughter. The ministry has asked
the army to ensure that none of its units indulge in the ritual slaughtering of buffaloes, which is an age-old tradition.
Instructions have been issued to put an end to the practice of certain army units to behead a male buffalo during
Dussehra, that is attributed mostly to Gurkha tradition.

RJD Chief Lalu Prasad said, “Poor people eat meat to beat their hunger... Those who go outside (the country) eat beef.
Even Hindus eat beef. There is no difference between beef and goat meat." Amid outrage over the lynching of a man in
Uttar Pradesh following rumours that he and his family were storing and eating beef, RJD Chief Lalu Prasad stoked a
controversy by saying that Hindus also eat beef and accused the BJP of “communalising” the issue.

Sakshi Maharaj - Rahul Gandhi ate beef, visited temple and caused earthquake. Well-known for his controversial
remarks, BJP leader Sakshi Maharaj has made heads turn again by stating that Rahul Gandhi's impure visit to
Kedarnath has led to the disastrous earthquake in Nepal.

Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir High Court constituted a three member bench to address the beef ban issue that
had snowballed into a major political controversy in the state.

Baba Ramdev - Eating cow meat "crime". Consuming cow meat in the name of scriptures such as Quran and Bible is
an act of crime and amounts to "violence", yoga teacher Ramdev today said, demanding it be declared as the "national
animal". Ramdev's remarks come at a time when a controversy has erupted over a Jammu and Kashmir High Court
order for enforcement of beef ban in the state.

Amitabh Bachchan - After expressing his ignorance of the BEEF ban LAW, Bachchan quickly added that if such a law
had indeed been passed, it should be followed. While Bachchan was perhaps looking to avoid antagonising any section
of his fans and followers, people who have watched his career since the 1970s say he has a history of preferring
discretion to valour in public and political affairs.

VHP national spokesman Surendra Jain- No problem with meat eaters, but want ban on beef: VHP. Throwing a
challenge to writers who are returning their awards, VHP national spokesman Surendra Jain asked if they would go to
Saudi Arabia and ask for pork there.

JAIN SAINTS

100TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF SHRI VIKRAMSURISWAR MAHARAJSAHEB CELEBRATED

Mumbai : 23rd November, 2015 : The Jain community celebrated 100th birth anniversary of Jain saint Shri
Vikramsuriswar Maharajsaheb in Mumbai. The event was organised at Santa Cruz Jain Temple that saw the celebration
of late saint organised by his disciple Rajyashsuriswar Maharajsaheb. "As part of the celebration, the community
decided to take care of one-year ration expenses of as many as 100 poor Jain families," said Sanjay Shah, member of
Jain minorities, who was in-charge of the celebration. The event also saw the presence of prominent BJP leaders like
Amit Shah, President of Bharatiya Janata Party, among others. However, Chief minister Devendra Fadnavis, could not
reach for other reasons. Amit Shah, who had come all the way from Delhi to attend the function, reached the venue and
addressed to community members. He paid hard felt respect to the late saint.



JAIN MONK REWRITES RELIGIOUS HISTORY BY COMPLETING 423 DAYS OF FASTING

Mumbai: 2nd November, 2015 : It was a religious gathering with a mood
of festivity in the air. More than 60,000 Jains thronged the MMRDA
grounds in Bandra (East) on a hot Sunday morning where a Jain monk,
sl Hansratnavijayji Maharaj Saheb, created history by breaking 423 days of
fasting done over a period of 494 days.

Jain gurus said that such a feat has been achieved after 2,500 years.
Beneath a huge canopy put up on the ground, a sea of Jain families had
come together to witness the monk, Hansratnavijayji Maharaj Saheb take
his first sip and morsel after the long fast. Such fasting is a form of
penance called 'Gunaratna Samvatsar Tap'. Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis also attended the event and sought blessings from the monk.
The sponsors of the religious event, a family from Nashik, presented a
cheque of Rs51 lakh for drought relief.

Usually, such a religious practice involves 407 fasts over 480 days. Seated on a ceremonial throne bedecked with
flowers, two swan figurines flanking the seat, Hansratnavijayji Maharaj Saheb was given a sip of juice and some solid
food to break the fast. The crowd of devotees gathered at the venue sent up a collective cheer as the 49-year-old monk
broke his fast, as music was being played in the background. The monk had fasted for 108 days a couple of years ago.
"The idea behind fasting was to purify the soul and attain internal peace. It was to ensure that good things prevail in
life,"said Shree Hansratnavijayiji Maharaj Saheb. A Jain guru, who was at the venue, said that five sadhus had
completed such a fast during the time of Lord Mahavir. This form of fasting is considered to be the highest form of
penance in Jainism.

COURT REFUSES TO CANCEL WARRANT AGAINST JAIN SAINT

Ahmedabad : Nov 22, 2015 : Acharya Kirti Yashurishwarji Maharaj the Jain saint who sought eight months' time to
walk to the city from Kolkata to face criminal trial for the publication of a forged government notification in support of
Bal Diksha, got a setback on 21st November, 2015 when a city sessions court rejected his plea to quash the warrant
against him.

He approached the sessions court against the bailable warrant issued against him last month by a
metropolitan court because he failed to appear in court for criminal proceedings underway against
six persons in all.

However, additional sessions judge P T Patel refused to junk the warrant and allowed the lower
court to go ahead with the trial on a day-today basis as directed earlier by the Gujarat high court.

On the other hand, the metropolitan court is to hear an application filed by the complainant urging
it to issue a non-bailable warrant against the religious preacher for his failure to respond to two
bailable warrants or to appear before the court. The saint argued that he should be granted eight
months' time to walk the 2,200 km to Ahmedabad because the use of vehicle is proscribed for him.

| Earlier this month, the complainant's advocate moved the HC for protection following undue
harassment from supporters of the Jain saintmonk. While granting him police protection, the court
expressed surprised at the unprecedented and unreasonable request for such a long adjournment.

It observed, "Whoever may be the person, he should not forget that he is an accused in a criminal case. He is obliged by
law to remain present before the trial court. If the accused persons do not remain present, then it is open for the trial
court to take appropriate steps in accordance with law to secure their presence by a bailable warrant or a non-bailable
warrant."



A metropolitan court has kept its order reserved on application seeking non-bailable warrant (NBW) against a Jain
monk in connection with Bal Diksha case.

Complainant's lawyer said that the court completed hearing on their plea for NBW against Acharya Kirti
Yashurishwarji Maharaj, who is accused of publishing a forged government notification supporting the practice of Bal
Diksha, luring and forcing children to renounce the world in the Jain religion. The court had earlier refused to issue
NBW, but the complainant requested for issuance of NBW again after Gujarat high court said that the Jain monk's
request for long adjournment was improper and that the court should issue warrant, either bailable or non-bailable, to
secure his presence.

SHRI SIDDHASEN SHRUT SAMVARDHAN - THE MLA WHO BECAME A JAIN MONK

Pujya Muniraj Shri 108 Siddhasen Swami established a strong foundation of Jain Dharma in our lives that continues to
inspire us today. Fittingly, this organization is proud to bear his name and carry on the work in the honor of his legacy.
He was the epitome of courage, detachment, and knowledge. He lived a privileged life as a householder, ascending to
the Member of Legislature Assembly (MLA) of the State of Karnataka from the year 1957 to 1962. He had a promising
career in politics, if he had wished so, but instead, he renounced all his possessions, family, estate, and became a sky
clad Digambara monk. He chose to walk on the true path shown by the Jina, to seek self-purification and ultimately,
moksa.

Before he was a monk : Shri Siddhasen Muniraj’s birth name was Shriman Balwant
Govind Khot. He was born on February 10, 1902 in a small town of Chikkodi, Belgaum
District, in the State of Karnataka. He was the eldest of three boys in the Khot family.
Balwant Khot was known as a scholar and intellectual having mastered the authority
over 10 languages, including Sanskrit, Prakrit, English, Marathi, Hindi, Gujrati,
Kannada, Modi, etc. Besides Jain Dharma, he was a keen student of cosmology,
horoscope reading, and a master of murti consecration practices, among other things. He
also took part in India’s freedom struggle by participating in “Chodo Bharat” (Quit
India) movement of 1942.

Turning Point : Shri Balwant Khot attended lectures given by Muni Shri Payasagar

: o B Maharaj, during the temporary ascetic sojourn (chaturmas) in the year 1935. Over the
- 1‘ g B course of next 4 months, the life of Balwant Khot would completely change for good.
|- q. st toc Feraers gt He became an ardent follower of Jain Dharma and began critical analysis and study of

| Jain scriptures and slowly over the years, began practicing detachment. This would
continue until all his life finally culminating into ever-pious Jain sainthood (Pravajya), a natural state of accepting
major vows, renouncing all possessions, including the clothes, and accepting all directions to be his clothes forever...
in pursuit of self-purification, to eliminate attachment and aversion, to destroy karmas....and to seek Moksa.

As a member of Karnataka state legislature : Contrary to his desire, Balwant Khot was forced by his friends and well-
wishers to run an election campaign against a formidable political candidate of the region. He won a close election as
an Independent candidate, a testament to his clean image as a man of strong integrity. As an MLA, Balwant Khot
remained active in trying to improve the young democratic set-up in India by advocating for an efficient, effective,
scaled-down government that was within the reach of an ordinary man. Having been disenchanted with the political and
governmental machinery that was mired into self-aggrandizement, he authored an English book titled “Abolish State
Legislature”, in which he called for a ground breaking reform of the state run governmental system. He advocated
radical idea to dissolve the state-based legislature in favor of administering the country in four zones. He believed this
would help reduce corruption, inefficiency, red tape, ineffective governance, and at the same time, forge a better
integration of people as ‘citizens of one united India’, rather than the identification based on state-specific history and
language. He called for emotional, psychological and cultural integration of India to be a prerequisite to become a great
nation. He believed such integration will quell demands for separate states, which was an important issue then, and
remains still today, a thorny issue.



In his own words, “Democracy need not necessarily mean a vast concourse of people being governed by a
correspondingly large number. The peoples’ chosen leaders can be few, whose public life should be free from all
blemish.” He argued that democracy works best when its citizenry is educated and informed, and that candidates
contesting elections must meet minimum educational requirements. He also believed that voting rights based on ‘adult
franchise’ was not suitable at that stage in young independent India, where illiteracy was order of the day. He believed
that ignorant masses were not in a position to make an informed decision to elect responsible leaders, who will guide
the destiny of the nation. During Balwant Khot’s tenure as MLA, Mr. B. D. Jatti was the chief minister of Karnataka
who later on became the Vice President of India. Mr. Jatti was drawn and impressed by the intellectual scholarship of
Balwant Khot and the two became very good friends. Mr. Jatti, a Congress party leader, tried to persuade him on a
number of occasions to join the Congress party by offering him the Education Ministry. Balwant Khot declined the
offer as he thought the acceptance would tantamount to breach of trust placed in him as an independent candidate from
his constituents.

He rejected government quarters and all the amenities given to an MLA at the time and chose to live in a small rented
room while following all the austere Jain code of conduct. He represented his constituents for a term of 5 years, and
while returning back from Mysore, donated his earnings to a Jain temple (Stavanidhi, Belgaum District) and came
home literally empty-handed. This was the effect of Jain philosophy on him.

Jain ascetic trotting the path of moka : Balwant Khot made number of attempts to take diksa beforehand, but was
forbidden by his mother’s deep love for him. He did not want to go against his mother’s wishes, so he remained a
layperson for many years practicing strict Jain code of conduct at home and performing study of Jain scriptures. He was
also counseled by none other than Charitrya Chakravarti Acharya Shri Santisagar Muni himself not to go against the
wishes of his mother. The destiny of sainthood had not dawned upon him yet. On the auspicious day of December 4,
1969, Shri Balwant Khot became a Digabara saint by name of Siddhasen Muni on the foothills of Siddhaksetra Shri
Kunthalagiri in southern Maharashtra. His diksa guru was Shri Adisagar Maharaj of Shedabal from the lineage of
Acharya Shri Santisagar Muni sangh. The land of Kunthalgiri is pious because two Jain ascetics by name of Shri
Kulbhusan and Shri Desabhusan attained salvation in the 4th time cycle of the current Avasarpini Kala (Time of
Descent).

Shri Siddhasen Muni travelled extensively in the state of Maharashtra, notably in Baramati, Phaltan, Aurangabad,
Nagapur, Solapur areas. He remained engaged in the study of scriptures and followed a strict code of conduct
prescribed for the Digambara tradition monks. He did not create his own sangh or followers, but remained a solitary
saint in search of truth, self-attainment and self-purification. His dedication to Jain sastra was so deep that he presided
over the 54th all India conference of Jain scholars held in Phaltan, Maharashtra State from December 29, 1976 through
January 3, 1977.

He authored “Achar Dharma”, a book in Marathi language that describes the code of conduct laid down for Jain saints
and laypersons. He also wrote on Jain geography, “Trikola Mattu Chandragraha” (Three Regions and the Moon), a
book in Kannada language, expounding on structure of the universe as stated in the Jain scriptures.

In his 10 years of sainthood, Shri Siddhasen Muni was a vigilant scholar Jain monk who walked the path of rational
perception, rational knowledge and rational conduct. His samadhi marana occurred in a small village of Motha

Akadiya, Amareli district, in the State of Gujarat on April 30, 1979.

Our grateful homage at the feet of Shri Siddhasen Swami :
gRATOT-vSTTe Remews & gt F3a-yaua
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JAIN TEMPLE

800-YEAR-OLD JAIN INSCRIPTION DISCOVERED CLOSE TO MANDYA

Bangalore : 1st November, 2015 : In an ongoing scientific clearance (exposing remnants with historical significance) at
the Archeological Survey of India protected site near Mandya, an inscription dating back to the 10th-12th centuries AD
and tracing its roots to the Hoysala regime has been found, which will be a clincher for researchers of Jainism.

— The inscription talks about the then ruler giving a village in donation to
-_-j.? [ promote Jainism in the area. The inscription, which was found, has been
preliminarily deciphered by epigraphists from Mysuru and will give a
lot of fodder for researchers who are trying to establish that this village
which was originally called Tippur is older than Sharavanabelagola, a

;;F"";I""'_- o Siasts| holy centre for Jains. Tippur was earlier ruled by the Gangas between
ALY £ riw #4800 AD and 1000 AD and subsequently by the Hoysalas.

e Moo . 1e

3“_ 2 ‘| Now called Arattipura, the village has a 250-acre protected site coming
o M under Bangalore Circle of ASI, with remnants of Jainism. It has two
ﬁ# " "%l small hillocks - Shravana betta and Chikka betta - on which is a small
£ = % pond and on the site lays scattered loose sculptures. Last year, when a

: o+ small area of the hillock was exposed, the ASI team found the base of a

yaksha, yakshi and headless tirthankaras. The exercise continued and on
8l October 5, the team exposed another set of five temple complexes with
two phases of constructions of brick and stones. According to the ASI
Bangalore the basement of the brick temples were plastered with lime
and various shapes of lime bricks were used for construction. The stone
platforms were topped with sockets for installing pillars. Along with other remnants, the first Tirthankara, Adinatha
was also exposed during the course, which may date back to Hoysala period.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS ITEMS

TIRATH YATRA YOJANA : JAINS ALLEGE BIASED APPROACH BY PUNJAB GOVERNMENT




Amritsar : 26th November, 2015 : National body of the Jain community, Shri All India Shwetamber Sthanakwasi Jain
Conference, has alleged that the SAD-BJP coalition government was using partisan approach in the implementation of
Chief Minister Tirath Yatra (pilgrimage) Yojana, announced recently.

Amrit Lal Jain of the Jain Conference said the state cabinet while approving
the plan ignored a minority religion like Jain since they do not form a
formidable vote bank. He said the state was sponsoring Sikhs, Hindus and
Muslims to undertake pilgrimage to their holy places across the country, but
the Jain community was not included. He said Jains as a separate religious
entity had been accepted by the state and Union governments yet this
treatment was meted out to them. He added that the Jain community had
contributed immensely in the industrial, trade and business development in
Punjab. He said they were contributing maximum VAT and other taxes for the
~i|development of the state. Besides, Jains were running highest number of
+w| charitable hospitals, schools and other social welfare institutes, he added. He
= said a majority of beneficiaries of these charitable projects were non-Jains. He
reasoned that personally he did not like the government sponsoring people to undertake pilgrimages. However, the
government was supporting followers of several faiths then why to ignore Jain Community.

YOUNG JAINS ON A CLEAN-UP MISSION IN BANGALORE

Bangalore : 31st October, 2015 : Instead of waiting for government agencies, a group of 30 youngsters from the Jain
community has taken a vow to do their bit to keep their city clean. The group, called Jainsters, has started a month-long
project in which they are conducting a door-to-door waste management campaign and cleaning the garbage in Chickpet
and roads in adjoining areas.

The group initiated the clean-up drive and has been reaching out close
#| to 5,000 traders in and around the business area of Chickpet, Mamulpet,
! Nagarathpet, Avenue Road and BVK Iyengar Road to keep their
v ’ i premises clean. The team members of Jainsters are all set to clean more
T o ﬂ,than 60 tonnes of waste that is generated every day on these busy
"’,_JLJ streets.

bil Seshadrupiram College said, "We have been covering all the streets
from the past one week to figure out the places where garbage is
“|dumped. Even photographs of these places have been collected so that
| we can plan to clean the mess accordingly. There is heaps of garbage
&+ [thrown in front of Mamulpet school and students find it disgusting to
get inside after crossing the filth surrounded by rotting waste." "We are
working on the cleanliness drive every Sunday, not only in these areas
but in different parts of the city as well. There should be serious action taken by the civic agency to curb the waste in
our city. The officials concerned should come up with ideas relating to waste management before the city turns into a
dump yard," said Ajit.

"There is a drinking water centre provided by our community but due to the amount of garbage dumped in front of the
water tank, people are not able to access it," said Vishal Jain, 21, another team member. The group also went around
telling shop owners to keep dustbins. "But a lot of them showed us the dustbins they already had and pointed out that
customers instead chose to throw waste on the roads. We suggested that the shopkeepers clean the area around their
shops instead of waiting for BBMP pourakarmikas. Also, the traders said they will join us in our cleanliness drive,"
said Aditi Jain, final-year B.Com student of Mount Carmel College.

However, the group felt that just one Sunday would not be enough to do justice to the campaign. Hence they have
stretched their cleaning project over four weeks in which they will spend three Sundays clearing the mess. In between,



they will conduct a door-to-door campaign to spread awareness on the importance of waste segregation and
management.
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AHIMSA, NON VIOLENCE AND VEGETARIANISM

AFTER BEEF, THANE JAINS SEEK BAN ON FIRECRACKERS

Thane : 5th November, 2015 : In a move that may not go down well with the majority community, the 50,000-strong
Jain community in Thane has appealed to its members to shun firecrackers this Diwali. The move assumes significance
as it comes a couple of weeks after the controversy over the ban on beef during the Jain fasting period of Paryushan.



In fact, the community elders are
pressing for a blanket ban on crackers
altogether. The members of the
Rajasthani Jain Sangh, one of the
Joldest associations in the city that
Ml runs many Jain temples, has urged the
youths and children to celebrate the
- festival which starts from November
9 - without causing harm to the
. |environment and birds and animals.
The Sangh is appealing to the visitors
to the 150-year-old Jain temple in
§| Tembhi Naka to say no to crackers. If
the youths pay heed to their appeal,
the Sangh plans to give away gifts
and awards in the form of certificate
to them. The members will be
spreading a word among their
neighbors, friends as well as
colleagues with an aim to reach out to

maximum people.

Gunwant Salecha, another community member, said, "Diwali can be celebrated without disturbing the environment. It's
known as the festival of lights, and we want kids from the community to celebrate it without troubling birds and
animals." Members of other communities are not taking too kindly to the initiative of the Jains. In their opinion, "All
these years, they never voiced their demands politically or for imposition on everyone. But now, the Jains are becoming
increasingly vocal about their demands, even if for seemingly right causes. This is interference and is bound to provoke
others."

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS & EVENTS

WORLD VEGETARIAN AWARENESS DAY CELEBRATED

New Delhi : 17th November, 2015 : The World
Vegan Day is an annual event celebrated on Ist
November, by vegans around the world. The World
Vegan month is on for the entire month of
November. Going vegan means having a completely
vegetarian diet while also eliminating milk and dairy
products too. It is basically to do with people who do
not want to harm animals in any possible way and
thus those who practice veganism also try and avoid
products made from animal skin or those which have
L Itested on animals. The simplest definition of
= vegetarianism is a diet that is free of meat and fish.
4| But the eating habits of vegetarians cover a wide
spectrum. At one end are lacto-ovo vegetarians who
avoid meat but eat eggs and milk products, and at the
other end are vegans, who forgo all animal-based

products, milk, milk products and honey included.

The Animal Welfare Society of India in collaboration with the Federation of CGHS, Dwarka celebrated World
Vegetarian Awareness Day. To mark the occasion a function was held on 15th November at 10.30 am at SDMC



Community Centre, Sector-12, near Rockland Hospital. The Chief Guest on this occasion was Home Minister, Rajnath
Singh. The event was organised to promote the concept of Vegan and benefits of vegetarianism. Various programmes
were organised to promote vegetarian food. Large number of residents including members of various social
organisations and school children were present. The programme started with lighting of the traditional lamp by guests
and Saraswati Vandana. All eminent guests including Satyendra Singh, President of Animal Welfare Society, Dr. H. S.
Jain, General Secretary, Dr. D. C. Jain, Patron of Animal Welfare Society, Sudha Sinha, General Secretary of
Federation of CGHS, Dwarka, Anil Jain, Ahimsa Foundation were welcomed by garlands.

The organisers also invited renowned panel of doctors to share their experience and knowledge about vegetarianism
and its impact on human body. Doctors who participated in panel discussion included Sumita Mittal, Dr. Nirmal
Kumar, Dr. Mishra, Dr. Meeta Kumar, Dr. M. M. Bajaj, Dr. A. K. Jain, Dr. Kapil and many more. All panel members
emphasized the need to have a healthy eating habit and said that active lifestyle and vegetarian food is the best way to
stay healthy.

Dr. D. C. Jain, renowned neuron
physician and former head of the
department of neuron physics at Safdar

o F - L ET S C ELEBR ATE Jung Hospital and ex- Director General

Health Services is the force behind
f WO R L D movement of vegetarianism in Delhi. In
his keynote address Dr. D. C. Jain, said

#‘ I that though many diseases have been

VE G ET AR I AN D AY eradicated now like small pox and polio,
but other dangerous lifestyle diseases
. have come up. This is due to faulty diet
and eating less of vegetarian food. This
can be rectified by being vegan. He said that being vegetarian is to keep a balance and harmony with nature and coexist
peacefully with the environment and its other constituents. His address was followed by panel discussion of doctors
who stressed on health benefits of going vegan that included reducing weight since a vegan diet has less fat and is low
in calories, regulate blood pressure, benefit for those with heart problems, increases immunity and is thus said to reduce
cancer risk, is rich in fibre, vitamins and minerals etc. Apart from this, since there are no preservatives in a vegan diet it
benefits the skin and leaves you refreshed and it is environment and eco-friendly. Most doctors emphasised that a low-
fat diet high in fruits, vegetables and nuts is a boon to health. There is also widespread acknowledgment that reducing
or eliminating red meat from the diet cuts the risk of heart disease. A plant-based diet can also improve the health of
people with type 2 diabetes, improve overall glycaemic levels (a calculation of the effect of different foods on blood
glucose levels) and control lipid levels. A diet based on fruits and vegetables, which are low in calories, will help
maintain weight.

Children of Kabool Kanya Inter College, Khatauli presented a wonderful skit based on theme of animal’s call to let
them live. In between children of Vandana International School also presented patriotic song. According to organizer
Sudha Sinha, General Secretary of Federation of CGHS, Dwarka, “The event was very useful in raising awareness of
the citizens towards their eating habits and other aspects such as hygiene and preventing spreading of diseases. Large
number of people and RWA members participated and appreciated the programme.” Report by Ms. Sudha Sina, E-Mail
: sudhasinhal 9@hotmail.com\

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE - SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT AND OUR RESPONSIBILITY

Under the blessings of Jain Saint Aacharya Shri Gyan Sagarji Maharaj, Gyan Sagar science Foundation is organising
on 5th December, the “International Conferences on Scientific Development and our Responsibility” where Scientists
from different fields like Physical Sciences, Mathematical Sciences, Chemical Sciences, Biological Sciences,
Environmental Sciences, Structural Sciences, Forensic Sciences and Medical Sciences shall participate to share their
experiences in their respective fields.



So far, the foundation has organized
[ three conferences, first in the year 2010 at
Bangalore and second in the year 2012 at
Mumbai and 3rd International
Conference on Scientific Development
and our Responsibility 2014 from 8-9
February 2014 at Convention Centre
Mini Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. In the
Series, the 4th International conference

: : shall be held at Sonagiri Sidha Khshetra
in MP. This is the first time that such an event is belng organized at Sidha Kshetra in which scientist from various part
of the world are participating.

The conference shall propagate ancient scientific knowledge available from 5000 years old literature in different forms
to masses. Scientists and other learned speakers will interact with cross functional holistic persons who have deep
knowledge of our ancient literature which can act as catalyst in furthering progress of our society. For further
information contact : Gyan Sagar Science Foundation, New Delhi, www.gyansagarsciencefoundation.in, E-Mail :
gyansagarsciencefoundation@gmail.com

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GLOBAL WARMING AND CLIMATE CHANGE ADDRESSED BY
LOKESH MUNI

Bhopal: 20th November, 2015 : National conference on ‘Global Warming and Climate Change- A way out’ organised
by Madhya Pradesh Government in Bhopal was attended by several prominent spiritual leaders, political leadership,
environmentalist from the country. The names included founder of Art of Living Sri Sri Ravi Shanker, founder of
Ahimsa Vishwa Bharti and eminent Jainacharya Acharya Dr. Lokesh Muni, External Affairs Minister of India Mrs.
Sushma Swaraj, Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh Mr. Shivraj Singh Chouhan. Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha)
& Chairman of Conference Organizing Committee Mr Anil Madhav Dave, State Minister for Urban Development and
Environment Mr. Lal Singh Arya, Samni Charitr Pragya, Convener of the Conference and Principal Secretary Urban
Development and Environment, Government o